European Groove Orchestra (EGO) - electrojazz 

"The compositions resonate with the public as a result of their rhythmic subtleties, but they don't for one moment remain on a conscious level. They convey a wealth of original, balanced ideas, playing with associations, and are honourably portrayed in a multi - stylistic fashion. They are carefully devised, built on a solid foundation, without a doubt containing more complexities than are at first apparent on first hearing. Electronics and horns are never allowed to take over the reins; the drum machine never obscures the drummer. Everyone in the group has an equal space in which to play and this only serves to improve the efficiency of the overall concept "... 

(Hans-Jürgen Linke, Frankfurter Rundschau) 

E.G.O. was formed in February 2002. It came about as a result of the composition and presentation of a music festival for large jazz ensemble and live electronics to celebrate the opening of the satellite "Envisat" on behalf of the European Space Agency (ESA). The philosophy behind it was to combine the sonic possibilities of an acoustic orchestra with those of electronic beats and sounds without compromising the freedom and dynamics of the live group. The electronic components are provided for by a drum machine, which is deployed in such a way as to resemble the characteristics of a conventional instrument. Tempo, phrasing and tone can be altered interactively within the framework of an individual piece. 

E.G.O. has no qualms about using just two well-chosen chords in one piece, nor does it lack the courage to tackle adventurous chord progressions and unusual horn arrangements in conjunction with the wild mix of dance rhythms.

EGO line-up: 

Thomas Siffling - trp, flh 

Ulli Jünemann - as, ss, ts, cl, fl 

Christoph May - as, ts, basscl, cl, fl 

Georg Maus - trb, tuba, 

Martin Lejeune - g, elect, comp/arr 

Ulf Kleiner - fender-rhodes, rhythm box & FX, comp/arr 

Jens Loh - b 

Golo Maichel - dr 

contact:

http://www.jazzpages.com/EGO 

Ulli Jünemann 

phone: +49 - (0)6131 - 67 30 97 

fax: +49 - (0)6131 - 61 00 00 

mobile: +49 - (0)177 - 6614038 

email: alto@jazzulli.de 

Martin Lejeune 

phone: +49 - (0)69 - 77 39 25 

fax: +49 - (0)69 - 77 39 25 

mobile: +49 - (0)179 - 513 81 65 

email: martin.lejeune@t-online.de

